THE  MOVEMENT  IN THE  SOUTH
the Patriots dashed forward and with bayonet or the
deadly Spanish navaja they had cleared the place within
a minute.
The Red officer in command at Badajoz was Colonel
Puigdengala, and I learnt later that he had fled to the
Portuguese frontier forty-eight hours earlier. He surren-
dered to a Portuguese officer at the frontier, saying: "My
men would not fight, and so I had to leave " At that
moment the sound of the machine-guns could be clearly
heard, and the Portuguese frontier officer took Colonel
Puigdengala by the arm to the frontier line and said: "Do
you hear that? You are only a coward and you have
deserted your men " The Red officer later found his way
back to Madrid, but, having again left his post somewhat
hurriedly, was dealt with in a summary fashion by his own
people.
There has grown up round Badajoz a legend of
Nationalist terrorism following on Red atrocities. How
little truth, however, there is in such allegations can be
imagined when the only newspaper evidence available is
examined and found to break down completely Mainly
based on the alleged description given by a well-known
American newspaper correspondent, it falls to the ground
when it is found that the correspondent in question in-
dignantly denies ever having been to Badajoz or having
written a line about alleged Nationalist atrocities.
The truth is there was a great deal of street-to-street
and house-to-house fighting, and therefore a large number
of Reds were shot. Reds who started sniping from houses
after the occupation of the town and after all the fighting
was over were naturally dealt with in accordance with the
normal laws of war which would be exercised by any
British officer in command in similar circumstances.
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